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Guided by data and public input, 
the Blanchard / Wheeler Corridor 
Vision Plan describes proposed 
improvements for the area over 
the next five to ten years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Blanchard / Wheeler Corridor (“the Corridor”) 
consists of the roadways and developments 
surrounding Blanchard Road and Wheeler Road in 
southern Burlington, MA.  
 
While the area has witnessed significant commercial 
and residential growth over the past 25 years, 
improvements to the roadway and general supporting 
infrastructure have lagged behind.  
 
VHB researched existing physical and market 
conditions, facilitated public engagement events, and 
produced a Vision Plan to guide future investment, 
development, and public programming in the area. 
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VISION PLAN DRIVERS  

 

The Town of Burlington set out to achieve the following priorities with the Blanchard / Wheeler Corridor Vision Plan:  

IMPROVE STREETSCAPES, STREET SAFETY, AND MULTI-MODALITY 

PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

ATTRACT INVESTMENT 
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TIMELINE AND METHODS 

 

This study includes an assessment of existing conditions in the study area and feedback from a series of public meetings 
and interviews with key stakeholders. The Vision Plan includes a Vision Statement, list of strategic goals to achieve this 
vision, and an implementation strategy identifying required specific actions and projects. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

VHB met with two stakeholder groups and facilitated two public meetings to obtain information on topics including 
housing, economic development, placemaking, access and traffic, preservation of wetlands and open space, and 
pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure.  

 

Feedback from Burlington staff (first stakeholder meeting) and Burlington Chamber of Commerce (second stakeholder 
meeting) included: 

 

The Corridor is a major cut-through and leads to one of the most congested areas of the Town, where 
the Middlesex Turnpike backs up due to the sequence of lighting systems.  

The most significant equity consideration will be providing access to this area and Mary Cummings 
Park for people who can’t afford/access a vehicle. 

Companies would love to come into the Study Area and create new retail and restaurant amenities – 
we need to focus on getting people to the amenities as opposed to getting the amenities to them. 

We need to act on past transportation, walkability, bikeability studies to transport people to the 
amenities without making the Study Area into a Mall Road 2.0. 

Approximately 60% of office space is being leased up again, shedding about 40% of office leasing. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

Feedback from the public was collected through a survey administered during the remote meeting. The following is a 
selection of responses that contributed to the Vision Plan: 

 

Do you feel the corridor is safe for pedestrians and bicyclists? 

 

 

What are the corridor’s strengths that 
should be preserved or emphasized? 

Connectivity 

Access to Mary Cummings Park 

Wooded sections 

Greenery and wetlands 

Parks and community 

Better sidewalks 

Natural resources 

Views 

Rural nature 

What are the corridor’s shortcomings 
that should be addressed? 

Traffic speed 

Too few sidewalks 

Driver visibility around curves 

No bike lane 

Flooding 

Road conditions 

Narrow right of way 

What additional amenities do you 
think would benefit the corridor?  

(for example: café, gym, etc.) 

Picnic areas 

Public study area 

Amenity center 

Playgrounds or parks 

Boardwalk through the wetlands 

Restaurant 

Café 

Multi-use path 

Pocket parks 

  

No Yes 

89% 7% 0% 0% 0% 
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 

 

Identified through community engagement and workshops with the Town staff, the following challenges and 
opportunities helped to shape the Vision Plan. 

Mobility 
• Infrastructure to support the 

Corridor’s high volume of 
bike/ped traffic 

• Complete streets 
• Regional connectivity 

Parks & Recreation 
• Mary Cummings Park 
• Increasing access to the 

Corridor’s natural assets (e.g., 
wetlands, open space, trees) 

• Need for parklets/playgrounds 

Development 
• Need for multi-unit 

development 
• Need for amenities (e.g., cafés, 

coffee shops) 
• Right-sizing office spaces 
• Connectivity to Mall Road area 
• Northeastern University 

research and innovation O
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 Wetlands 

• Corridor is low in elevation 
• Flooding/icing 
• Wetlands constraints for new 

development 
• Lack of boardwalks 

Private Properties 
• Much of the Corridor is 

privately owned 
• Underutilized office space and 

excess parking due to changing 
work trends 

Infrastructure 
• Traffic issues (e.g., speeding, 

congestion) 
• Lack of connectivity 
• Lack of mass transit 
• Poor lighting 
• Poor walkability/bikeability 
• Narrow roadways 
• Blind spots 
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THE VISION 

The Corridor along Blanchard and Wheeler Road has seen significant 
development over the past 25 years. 

The Corridor will continue to be an excellent place to live and a vital mixed-
use hub for research, technology, and recreation. 

Offering employment and a rich natural environment, the Corridor will continue 
to foster economic growth, accessibility, and improved connectivity with 
safe streetscapes and multi-modal pathways. 

Through community dialogue, residents and stakeholders within the Corridor 
have reflected and explored a vision for the future. 
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THE CORRIDOR WILL BE 

 

Connected   

The Corridor will provide pathways connecting its employees, residents, and visitors to destinations within the 
Corridor and surrounding districts. Through creative placemaking, the Corridor will reflect the character of its 
population, history, and natural environments. Future planning initiatives will involve relevant local and regional 
stakeholders, including residents, business owners, and institutional leaders. 

Multi-modal 
The Corridor will serve a range of modal options, supporting complete streets that accommodate all roadway 
users, including motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. Roadway improvements and enhanced walkability will provide 
a safe and enjoyable environment for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Sustainable 
Future development along the Corridor will be sensitive to environmental impact and support public health and 
wellness. The Corridor will enhance critical natural resources that aid flood management and contribute to 
recreational opportunities, including wetlands and open space. 

Resilient The Corridor will be adaptable to changing economic and regional trends by incorporating new innovative 
approaches to infrastructure, land use, and open space planning. 

Balanced 
The Corridor will balance new development with the preservation of natural resources, as well as establish a mix 
of uses that support a vibrant district. It will offer a wide variety of amenities that support all its users and expand 
the public realm. 

Vibrant The Corridor will be a hub for employment and economic activity, supporting services and thriving businesses 
both large and small. 
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GOALS TO ACHIEVE THE VISION 

 

To achieve this Vision, the Town of Burlington and associated stakeholders must be diligent and forward-thinking in 
planning for these goals: 
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 ACTION PRIORITY CHAMPION COST* FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES TIMEFRAME 

1A 
Create multi-modal pathways from Muller 
Road to Middlesex Turnpike, addressing 
narrow sections with sharrows or 
(potentially) boardwalks 

Level 1 
Planning 
Department, 
DPW 

$$$$ 
Complete Streets Funding (MassDOT) 
Shared Streets & Spaces Grant (MassDOT) 
Safe Streets & Roads For All Grant (US DOT)  

Short-Term 
(1-5 Years) 

1B 
Design and implement solutions for 
bicyclists on Blanchard between the Oracle 
bike path and the Howard Dulong bike 
path at Seven Springs. 

Level 1 
Planning 
Department, 
DPW 

$$$ 
Complete Streets Funding (MassDOT) 
Shared Streets & Spaces Grant (MassDOT) 
Safe Streets & Roads For All Grant (US DOT)  

Short-Term 
(1-5 Years) 

1C 
Conduct a study to determine best 
strategies for connecting all bike pathways 
within the corridor, and to other trail 
networks like the Minuteman Bike Trail. 

Level 2 Planning 
Department $$ 

Complete Streets Funding (MassDOT) 
Shared Streets & Spaces Grant (MassDOT) 
Safe Streets & Roads For All Grant (US DOT)  

Medium-Term 
(6-9 Years)  

1D 
Perform deferred maintenance on the 
existing off-street bike paths located in 
Seven Springs. 

Level 2 Winn Residential $$$ Private funding Medium-Term 
(6-9 Years)  

1E 
Determine a preferred regional bus 
connection plan and advocate for that plan 
with the MBTA. 

Level 2 Planning 
Department $ Community Transit Grant (MassDOT)  Long-Term 

(10+ Years)  

1F 
Improve ped/bike connectivity between 
the Northeastern Innovation Campus and 
the Van de Graaff commercial district. 

Level 3 

Northeastern 
University,  
The Trustees of 
Reservations 

$$$ Private funding Long-Term 
(10+ Years)  

  
          

  

* ($) $10,000-$20,000, ($$) $20,000-$50,000, ($$$) $50,000-$100,000, ($$$$) greater than $100,000  

Goal 1: Enhance Connectivity 
within the Corridor and with surrounding districts by establishing pathways to destinations. 
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Specific concerns and ideas from stakeholders, residents, and business owners helped VHB identify key improvements 
to implement the Vision Plan, including: 

• Adding multi-modal pathways along Wheeler Road 
• Performing deferred maintenance in the Seven Springs area 
• Optimizing crossing points for bicyclists 
• Explore options for a boardwalk across the wetlands 

Goal 1: Enhance Connectivity 
within the Corridor and with surrounding districts by establishing pathways to destinations. 
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Top Left: A bike path improves safety and enjoyability of biking (Burlington, VT).  
Bottom Left: A boardwalk supports recreation and appreciation for nature (Tuckahoe Creek in Henrico County, VA). 
Right: During public meetings, residents voiced the need for maintenance on the Howard Dulong pedestrian/bike path at Seven Springs. 
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 ACTION PRIORITY CHAMPION COST* FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES TIMEFRAME 
2A 

Design and implement traffic-calming 
measures (e.g., sharrows, signalized 
crossings, bump-outs, warning signs). 

Level 1 
Planning 
Department, 
DPW 

$$$$ 
Complete Streets Funding (MassDOT) 
Shared Streets & Spaces Grant (MassDOT) 
Safe Streets & Roads For All Grant (US DOT)  

Short-Term 
(1-5 Years) 

2B Design and implement shoulder-widening 
throughout the Corridor. Level 2 DPW $$$$ 

MassWorks Grant (Mass DOT) 
Municipal Pavement Program (Mass DOT) 
Chapter 90 (Mass DOT)  

Medium-Term 
(6-9 Years)  

2C 
Conduct an updated traffic analysis of 
Blanchard-Wheeler in light of post-
pandemic activity. 

Level 2 Planning 
Department $$ 

MassWorks Grant (Mass DOT) 
Municipal Pavement Program (Mass DOT) 
Chapter 90 (Mass DOT)  

Medium-Term 
(6-9 Years)  

Goal 2: Establish multi-modal transportation 
throughout the Corridor with a focus on safety. 

* ($) $10 000 $20 000  ($$) $20 000 $50 000  ($$$) $50 000 $100 000  ($$$$) t  th  $100 000  
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Specific concerns and ideas from stakeholders, residents, and business owners helped VHB identify key improvements 
to implement the Vision Plan, including: 

• Addressing blind spots  
• Prioritizing space for alternate transportation 

Goal 2: Establish multi-modal transportation 
throughout the Corridor with a focus on safety. 


